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LIST  OF  CLINICS  IN  WINDSOR 
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WINDSOR  AREA  HEALTH  SUB-COMMITTEE 


Clinic 

Windsor 

Clewer 

Ante-Natal  and 
Post-Natal 

« 

Fortnightly — Tuesday 
morning 

— 

Mr.  Finlaison’s 
Ante-Natal  and 
Post  Natal 

Third  Tuesday  morning 
in  the  month 

" 

Immunisation  & 
Vaccination 

Once  every  four  weeks 
(Wednesday  morning) 

Once  every  four  weeks 
(Wednesday  morning) 

Child  Welfare 

Wednesday  \  2 — 4.30 
Friday  /  p.m. 

Tuesday  \2 — 4.30 

Thursday  f  p.m. 

Toddlers  only 

First  Wednesday  in  the 
month,  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

First  Tuesday  in  the 
month,  2 — 4.30  p.m. 
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Royal  Borough  of  New  Windsor 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
Kipling  Memorial  Building, 

Windsor. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Royal  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  in  the  Borough 
for  the  year  1950. 

I  have  not  limited  my  report  to  those  health  matters  for  which 
the  Borough  Council  is  responsible,  but  have  included  services 
controlled  by  the  County  Council  as  well  as  those  in  which  the 
Local  Health  Sub-Committee  is  interested.  This  will  give  a 
less  disjointed  impression  of  the  services  provided.  It  is 
regretted  that  some  sections  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
have  made  decentralisation  impossible,  but  it  is  still  felt  that 
many  administrative  matters  could  be  dealt  with  more  efficiently 
and  quickly  in  the  offices  of  the  Windsor  Health  Department. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  refer  too  many  matters  to  County  level, 
which  inevitably  produces  delays,  but  it  is  expected  that  this 
difficulty  can  be  overcome  in  time. 

There  has  been  no  unusual  or  indeed  troublesome  outbreak 
of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  apart  from  the  annual 
outbreak  of  measles  which  was  considerably  higher  than  for  the 
past  three  or  four  years.  This  is  not  unusual  of  the  epidemiology 
of  the  disease  when  particularly  heavy  outbreaks  occur  every 
five  or  six  years.  Poliomyelitis,  probably  on  account  of  our 
feeling  of  helplessness  against  it,  produced  more  public  anxiety 
than  it  deserved.  Four  cases  occurred,  two  of  which  were  in 
one  family.  This  affection  of  more  than  one  member  of  a  house¬ 
hold,  though  not  common,  is  not  so  rare  as  was  formerly  believed. 
For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Windsor  in  1949  was  lower 
than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1950  the  position  is 
reversed.  The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  was  12,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  11  in  1949.  The  number  of  births,  however,  was 
lower  in  1950,  and  when  dealing  with  such  small  numbers  one  or 
two  more  deaths  cause  quite  a  difference  in  the  infant  mortality 
rate.  Statistically  speaking,  the  change  from  last  year  is  not 


a  cause  for  concern  unless  in  future  years  the  higher  rate  is 
maintained. 

The  number  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  notified  was 
18  with  5  deaths.  The  number  of  notifications  compares 
favourably  with  the  24  notified  in  1949.  In  my  opinion,  however, 
fewer  cases  are  being  missed  than  was  formerly  the  case.  A 
most  thorough  system  of  follow-up  and  check  on  contacts  is 
maintained  in  Windsor  by  close  co-operation  between  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  and  myself. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to 
my  staff  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Arnold,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  During  my  first  year  of  office  I  have  found  the 
department  working  in  a  most  smooth  and  harmonious  manner. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  consideration  shown  to  me  during 
this  my  first  year  by  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  arid  the  many  members  of  the  Council  with 
whom  I  have  come  in  contact. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  J.  McCLATCHEY, 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,616 

Home  Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate, 

mid-year  1950)  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,180 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1950  (estimated)  ...  5,772 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1950  ...  ...  ...  £193,928 


Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £786  14s.  8d. 


Births 


Live  Births  Still  Births 
Male  Female  Male  Female 


Total  .  193  188  4 

Legitimate  ...  ...  173  174  3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  20  14  1 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (Live  and  Still) 


7 

7 

16.4 

28.1 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total  Deaths  ... 

133 

129 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year — 

TP  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

4 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

2 

Legitimate  . 

5 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

Maternal  Deaths 

•  •  • 

England 

Windsor 

&  Wales 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

11.3 

11.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

31.5 

29.8 

The  Still-birth  rate  shows  an  increase 

of  4  cases  on 

last  year, 

which  means  a  50  per  cent,  increase.  With  such  a  small  series 
of  cases  it  would  be'  misleading  to  speak  abstractly  of  a  50  per 
cent,  increase,  but  the  situation  will  be  kept  under  observation. 

Analysis  of  the  Still-birth  rate  shows  that — 

8  cases  were  born  in  hospital, 

3  cases  were  born  at  home. 


Again,  these  figures  cannot  be  justly  compared  as  many 
more  babies  were  born  in  hospital,  also  the  hospital  receives  the 
majority  of  abnormal  cases  with  which  there  is  a  greater  likeli¬ 
hood  of  still-birth. 
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The  only  way,  when  dealing  with  a  small  series  of  cases,  is 
to  investigate  each  individual  still-birth  to  see  if  all  possible 
precautions  were  taken.  This  is  already  being  done  in  the  case 
of  infant  deaths  and  it  may  be  possible  to  give  some  views  on 
this  subject  at  a  later  date. 

Causes  of  Death  in  the  Borough  during  1950 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Male 

4 

Female 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Measles 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

•  •  • 

7 

2 

,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

*  •  » 

10 

1 

,,  ,,  Breast 

«  •  ■ 

— 

5 

,,  ,,  Uterus  . 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

Other  Malignant  or  Lymphatic  Neoplasms... 

11 

16 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

•  •  • 

23 

19 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

•  •  • 

11 

7 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . . 

•  •  • 

5 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

O  •  • 

16 

32 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

•  •  • 

5 

10 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

•  •  • 

2 

6 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

7 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

a  •  • 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . . 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Pregnancy,  Child-birth,  Abortion  ... 

•  •  • 

— ' 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

•  •  • 

10 

10 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

6 

Suicide  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

2 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

... 

— 

— 

Total  . 

133 

129 
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Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages 
Under  1  Year  of  Age 


Cause  of  death 

U  nder 

1  week 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

Total 
wider 
4  wks. 

1  mth.' 
and 
under 

3  mths. 

3-6 

mths. 

6-9 

mths. 

9-12 

mths. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  year 

Prematurity 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Cardiac  failure  . . . 

1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

1 

1 

Asphyxia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  morbus 
cordis 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Shock  following 
plastic  op.  congen¬ 
ital  atresia  of 
oesophagus 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Broncho-pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Gastro  enteritis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Deaths  ... 

7 

1 

_ 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

SECTION  22. — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

There  are  two  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  for  the  use 
of  mothers  in  Windsor. 

One  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staff 
of  Old  Windsor  Hospital  and  is  intended  for  mothers  wishing  to 
be  confined  in  Old  Windsor  Hospital.  This  clinic  functions 
twice  weekly  on  Tuesday  afternoons  and  Friday  mornings. 

The  other  clinic  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
assisted  by  a  health  visitor  and  the  district  midwives,  and  caters 
for  those  patients  intending  confinement  in  their  own  homes. 
This  clinic  is  held  once  a  fortnight  on  Tuesday  mornings.  On 
the  third  Tuesday  in  each  month  Mr.  Finlaison,  a  specialist 
obstetrician,  attends. 

Expectant  mothers  attending  their  private  practitioners 
for  ante -natal  care  must  receive  a  minimum  of  2  ante-natal 
examinations  though  many  practitioners  may  carry  out  more 
than  this  minimum.  However  in  these  days  of  hard  worked 
practitioners,  all  such  mothers  will  be  welcomed  at  my  clinic 
in  addition,  and  reports  on  blood  tests  and  other  examinations 
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will  be  gladly  forwarded  to  practitioners  who  are  agreeable  to 
this  arrangement. 

By  far  the  largest  percentage  (40  per  cent.)  of  Windsor 
mothers  are  confined  in  Old  Windsor  Hospital — only  25  per  cent, 
are  confined  in  their  own  homes.  It  is  felt  that  more  could  well 
be  confined  in  their  own  homes  and  so  lessen  the  demand  on 
hospital  accommodation.  Midwives  of  the  Local  Authority  are 
not  at  present  dealing  with  as  many  cases  as  they  could.  The 
ante-natal  clinics  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
are  not  economical  in  time  and  staff  on  account  of  the  small 
numbers  for  which  they  cater.  Discussions  are  taking  place 
with  a  view  to  the  possible  combination  of  this  clinic  with  the 
Old  Windsor  Hospital  ante-natal  clinic. 

With  regard  to  post-natal  examinations,  women  have  yet 
to  be  convinced  of  its  importance.  A  much  better  response, 
however,  has  been  produced  lately  by  a  personal  letter  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  mothers  who  have  attended  his 
ante-natal  clinic  and  have  subsequently  been  confined. 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  Local 
Health  Authority’s  ante-natal  clinic  ... 

Number  of  attendances  made 

Number  of  mothers  who  attended  Local  Health 
Authority’s  post-natal  clinic 

Number  of  attendances  made 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

Number  of  Births 

Number  of  new  attenders  under  1  year  of  age 

Number  of  new  attenders  between  1  and  5  years  of 
age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Total  number  of  attendances— Windsor  3,621 

Clewer  ...  2,986 


These  centres  have  functioned  smoothly  and  are  well  attended. 
Some  critics  of  the  arrangements  at  Victoria  Street  will,  I  trust, 
appreciate  the  new  clinic  at  Kipling  Building  in  1951. 


52 

185 

7 

10 


381 

352 

27 


6,607 


Premature  Infants 

A  specially  equipped  unit  exists  at  Old  Windsor  Hospital 
for  the  care  of  premature  infants  by  a  staff  experienced  in  this 
work. 
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Nurseries 

There  are  four  establishments  catering  for  children  under 


5  years  of  age. 

Age 

Residential 

No.  of 

Princess  Christian’s  Infant 

Group 

Birth 

N  on- Residential 

places 

Nursery  (Private  and  recog¬ 
nised  as  training  college  for 
nursery  staff) 

Lawns  Day  Nursery  (Berkshire 

to  5 
years 

Residential 

27 

County  Council,  Windsor  Area 

2—5 

Non- 

50 

Health  Sub-Committee) 

years 

Resident  ial 

Thames  Street  (Local 

2—5 

Non- 

30 

Education  Authority) 

The  Play  Centre  (Private, 

years 

Residential 

registered  under  Child  Minders 

2—5 

Non- 

30 

Regulation  Act  1948) 

years 

Residential 

I  will  not  labour  on  the  distinction  between  Nursery  Schools 
and  Day  Nurseries.  The  Lawns  Day  Nursery  is  only  indirectly 
fulfilling  its  functions  as  a  place  where  children  may  benefit 
from  the  company  of  their  fellows  and  the  social  training  of  a 
nursery  staff.  Except  in  a  small  number  of  cases,  it  is  primarily 
used  for  the  care  of  children  whose  parents  go  out  to  work. 
It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  most  of  the  working  mothers 
must  work  to  maintain  even  a  modest  living  standard  for  their 
children.  This  indirect  financial  assistance  to  a  family  should 
not  be  the  responsibility  of  a  local  health  authority,  but  there 
seems  to  be  no  alternative  at  present.  Priority  is  therefore 
given  to  those  in  greatest  need,  and  that  is  invariably  financial 


need. 

Total  number  of  children  on  register  ...  ...  52 

Total  number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  11,478 

Number  of  children  admitted  during  the  year  ...  36 

Number  of  casual  admittances  ...  ...  ...  21 


It  is  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  figure  of  those  on  the 
waiting  list  as  past  experience  has  shown  that  on  later  enquiry 
many  who  submitted  original  applications  have  made  alternative 
arrangements. 

Unmarried  Mothers 

Unmarried  mothers  are  cared  for  during  their  ante-natal 
period  at  Burnell  House,  a  residential  hostel,  and  confinement 
is  usually  arranged  in  Old  Windsor  Hospital.  Later  they  may 
be  re-admitted  for  a  period  until  their  child  is  adopted  or  until 
it  reaches  the  age  of  1  year. 

Short  Stay  Children’s  Hostels 

Accommodation  is  available  under  arangement  with  the 
Children’s  Officer  for  children  in  need  of  care  as  for  example 
when  a  mother  is  suddenly  taken  ill  and  removed  to  hospital. 
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Dental  Treatment 

Treatment  is  given  to  expectant  mothers  and  pre-school  age 
children  by  arrangement  with  the  School  Dental  Officer.  It 
is  well  known  that  dentists  of  most  local  authorities  are  unable 
to  keep  pace  with  the  work  required  on  school  children  alone. 
In  the  case  of  expectant  mothers,  however,  encouragement  to 
have  dental  treatment  when  necessary  still  frequently  meets 
with  poor  response. 

SECTION  23.— Midwifery 

The  following  hospital  and  nursing  home  accommodation 
is  available  and  shows  the  number  of  Windsor  cases  dealt  with 


by  them  during  the  year  :  No.  of  Windsor 

cases  confined 

Princess  Christian  Maternity  Home  ...  91 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital  ...  ...  30 

Old  Windsor  Emergency  Hospital  ...  140 

Registered  Maternity  Homes  ...  ...  5 


A  small  overflow  of  cases  go  to  the  Canadian  Red  Cross 
Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow,  and  to  St.  Mark’s  Hospital, 
Maidenhead. 

The  two  District  Midwives  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
(Berkshire  County  Council)  dealt  with  87  cases  during  the  year. 

Windsor  differs  from  many  other  districts  in  that  all  mothers 
wishing  to  be  confined  in  hospital  have  no  difficulty  in  arranging 
this,  while  the  district  midwives  are  not  working  to  capacity. 
Efforts  are  being  made  to  encourage  more  mothers  to  be  confined 
at  home,  if  the  home  circumstances  are  suitable.  This  will 
relieve  the  pressure  slightly  on  the  hospital  accommodation, 
but  it  is  doubtful  if  this  relief  would  be  sufficient  to  allow  for  more 
accommodation  being  made  available  for  old  people.  (There* 
is  at  present  insufficient  hospital  accommodation  for  the  chronic 
sick.) 

Maternity  Sets  containing  cotton  wool  and  other  necessities 
are  available  to  mothers  being  confined  in  their  own  homes. 

SECTION  24.— Health  Visiting 

This  has  been  maintained  with  difficulty  due  to  shortage 
of  staff.  For  six  months  during  the  School  Nurse’s  illness,  prior 
to  her  retirement,  the  duties  of  school  nurse  were  taken  over  by 
the  Health  Visitors,  who  were  themselves  under  established  for 
several  months.  There  is  the  utmost  difficulty  in  obtaining 
Health  Visitors  and  in  the  meantime  a  temporary  School  Nurse 
has  been  appointed.  This  is  only  a  temporary  appointment, 
as  it  is  intended  to  combine  the  health  visiting  and  school  nursing 
duties  under  the  same  staff.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties  the 
figures  for  home  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  compare 
very  favourably  with  1949.  In  fact  the  small  decrease  is  no 
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more  than  the  normal  variance  which  might  occur  from  year 
to  year. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  the  regret 
which  is  felt  generally  at  the  retirement  of  Nurse  Hart.  Although 
an  employee  of  the  School  Health  Service,  I  pay  tribute  to  her 
in  this  report,  for  she  was  well  known  to  the  mothers  of  Windsor 
for  the  past  thirty- four  years,  and  to  all  those  concerned  with 
the  health  of  the  coming  generation.  She  is  still  to  be  seen 
as  a  voluntary  worker  at  the  welfare  centres,  where  she  continues 
her  long  service  to  the  people  of  Windsor. 

SECTION  25. — Home  Nursing 

This  is  carried  out  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer.  There  are  two  nurses  acting  in  this  area  who  are 
available  on  request  by  local  medical  practitioners.  During  the 
year  they  have  made  7,883  visits  and  dealt  with  448  new  cases. 

This  service  is  becoming  increasingly  important  and  involves 
considerably  more  work  than  it  did  several  years  ago.  This 
increase  is  largely  due  to  the  lack  of  beds  available  in  hospital 
for  the  chronic  sick.  The  conditions  under  which  many  of  these 
old  people  must  remain  in  their  own  homes,  sometimes  completely 
alone,  is  deplorable.  More  accommodation  could  be  made 
available  at  Old  Windsor  Hospital  if  other  accommodation  could 
be  found  for  the  aged  and  infirm  who  are  at  present  resident 
there.  These  latter,  although  aged,  are  not  chronic  sick  and 
provision  should  be  made  for  them  by  the  County  Council  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

SECTION  26. — Immunisation 

Figures  for  the  number  of  children  immunised  and  vaccinated 
by  general  practitioners  are  not  available  for  the  whole  year. 
It  is  not  possible,  therefore,  to  obtain  an  accurate  figure  of  the 
child  population  immunised.  Furthermore  previous  records  of 
immunisation  have  been  made  in  one  group  of  children  from 
0 — 4  years  of  age  and  a  considerable  time  would  be  needed  to 
break  this  down  into  age  groups  covering  one  year  each.  Any 
figure  arrived  at,  therefore,  must  be  only  an  approximation,  but 
I  am  of  the  opinion  from  figures  available  that  not  more  than 
75  per  cent,  of  children  under  2  years  of  age  have  been  immunised. 
This  figure  is  not  high  enough  for  adequate  protection  of  the 
population  against  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  and  the  public 
should  be  impressed  at  all  times  of  the  importance  of  protecting 
their  children  against  this  serious  and  often  fatal  disease.  The 
fact  that  no  cases  occurred  in  Berkshire  during  last  year  tends 
to  create  a  feeling  of  complacency  which  is  not  justified. 


Primary. 

Booster. 

Total  Number  immunised 

322 

205 

Number  aged  0 —  4  years  (inclusive) 

303 

2 

Number  aged  5—10  years  (inclusive) 

19 

203 
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Vaccination 

Vaccination  is  not  now  compulsory  and  many  of  us  do  not 
agree  with  this  relaxation  brought  about  by  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946.  It  seems  we  must  wait  until  a  smallpox 
scare  (such  as  at  Brignton  in  1950)  occurs  before  a  large  number 
ol  parents  realise  the  importance  of  primary  vaccination  in 
infancy. 

The  number  of  children  under  1  year  vaccinated  in 

1950  was  .  205 

If  primary  vaccination  is  to  be  carried  out,  it  should  be  done 
during  the  first  year  of  life.  Everyone  may  at  some  time  require 
vaccination,  either  when  travelling  abroad  or  if  smallpox  occurs 
near  their  home.  There  is  little  risk  of  unpleasant  reaction  to 
vaccination  in  adult  life  if  primary  vaccination  has  been  carried 
out  in  childhood.  Although  the  effectiveness  of  vaccination 
against  smallpox  diminishes  after  a  number  of  years,  it  almost 
certainly  prevents  a  fatal  termination  to  the  disease  should  it 
be  contracted. 

I  would  urge,  therefore,  that  all  children  should  be  vaccinated 
before  the  age  of  1  year.  I  have  yet  to  see  any  child  who  suffered 
on  account  of  it  and  from  my  experience,  parents  who  neglect 
this  trivial  procedure  do  so  through  ignorance.  This  ignorance 
may  largely  exist  in  fathers  (usually  ex-servicemen)  who  confuse 
smallpox  vaccination  with  all  kinds  of  innoculations  they  may 
have  had  during  their  service  careers,  when  many  of  these 
resulted  in  temporary  incapacitation  to  them.  Only  a  minority 
refuse  vaccination  as  they  refuse  almost  every  other  effort  by 
experts  to  safeguard  the  health  of  their  children.  By  far  the 
greatest  number,  I  believe,  neglect  vaccination  simply  on  account 
of  their  apathy. 


SECTION  28. — Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-care 

The  chief  functions  under  this  section  are  in  relation  to 
Tuberculosis.  A  proportion  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer’s  responsi¬ 
bility  is  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  who  have  appointed  a 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  to  assist  him  in  this  work.  The 
supervision  of  this  service  is  carried  out  directly  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

SEGTION  29.— Domestic  Help. 

During  the  last  12  months  this  service  has  functioned  very 
smoothly  indeed  and  credit  is  due  to  Miss  McAllister,  the  Senior 
Health  Visitor,  and  to  the  W.V.S.  represented  by  Miss  Cowley. 
Charges  for  the  service  vary  according  to  income  and  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  increase  these  charges  since  1949. 
There  are,  from  time  to  time,  those  who  find  they  cannot  afford 
the  charge  assessed  low  as  it  may  be. 

The  service  is  particularly  important  in  a  town  such  as 
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Windsor  which  has  a  large  proportion  of  old  people,  many  of 
whom  live  alone.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  although  this 
service  costs  a  considerable  amount  of  money,  it  is  more  economi¬ 
cal  to  maintain  aged  persons  in  their  own  homes  than  in  hostels 
or  homes  established  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  majority  of  cases  served  by  the  Domestic  Help  Service 
are  long  term  ones,  although  now  that  the  existence  of  the 
service  is  becoming  more  widely  known,  it  is  being  used  more 
frequently  to  assist  families  for  short  periods  when  the  mother 
of  the  family  falls  ill. 

No.  of  Part-time  Domestic  Helps  in  January,  1950  ...  34 

No.  of  Part-time  Domestic  Helps  in  December,  1950  ...  45 

Number  of  cases  serviced  during  the  year  ...  ...  183 

Number  of  hours  worked  ...  ...  ...  ...24,502 

SECTION  51. — Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts  and  Mental 

Deficiency  Acts 

The  work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts 
is  largely  carried  out  by  the  duly  Authorised  Officer  who  is 
responsible  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Recommendations  regarding  mental  defectives  are  made 

by  the  Area  Medical  Officer.  These  recommendations  are 
forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  are  placed  before 
the  appropriate  County  committee. 

The  following  are  statistics  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the 
year  : 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with  under  Section  57  of  the 

Education  Act  1944,  during  1950...  ...  ...  9 

Total  number  of  Windsor  patients  on  the  register 

(under  Statutory  Supervision)  at  the  end  of  1950  22 

No.  of  children  dealt  with  under  Section  57  of  the 
Education  Act  1944,  during  1950,  who  were  on 
the  waiting  list  for  admission  to  institution  at 

the  end  of  1950  .  1 

Total  No.  of  Windsor  patients  on  the  waiting  list 

at  the  end  of  1950  .  2 

(1  child  very  urgent ;  1  adult  urgent) 

No.  of  people  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and 

Mental  Treatment  Act  during  1950  ...  ...  16 

(8  certified,  8  voluntary) 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Part  III  of  this  Act  places  certain  duties  on  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  that  is  on  the  County  Council. 

Under  Section  21  of  the  Act,  it  is  a  duty  to  provide — 

(a)  residential  accommodation  for  persons  who  by  reason 
of  age,  infirmity  or  any  other  circumstances  are  in  need 
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of  care  and  attention  which  is  not  otherwise  available 
to  them  ; 

(6)  temporary  accommodation  for  persons  who  are  in  urgent 
need  thereof,  being  need  arising  in  circumstances  which 
could  not  reasonably  have  been  foreseen  or  in  such  other 
circumstances  as  the  Authority  may  in  any  particular 
case  determine. 

It  is  stated  that  regard  shall  be  given  to  the  welfare  of  all 
persons  for  whom  accommodation  is  provided  and  different 
types  of  accommodation  may  be  required  according  to  the  various 
classes  of  persons  in  need  of  such  accommodation.  In  some 
cases  all  that  is  necessary  is  relief  from  normal  household  duties, 
whilst  in  other  cases  assistance  may  be  needed  in  dressing  or 
washing.  Most  will  prefer  single  bedrooms  but  a  few  will  either 
not  desire  one  or  will  be  unsuitable  for  one.  Consideration 
should  also  be  given  to  those  persons  whose  habits  and  outlook 
may  be  anti-social. 

Generally  speaking,  small  homes,  catering  for  from  20  to 
perhaps  50  persons  should  replace  the  old  type  of  infirmary 
accommodation.  Provision  is  made  so  that  such  aged  and  infirm 
may  pay  for  accommodation  according  to  circumstances.  The 
status  and  self-respect  of  these  old  folk  may  be  retained  and 
in  much  more  ideal  surroundings  than  formerly. 

Obviously  all  this  accommodation  cannot  be  provided  at 
once.  There  is  at  present  one  home  in  East  Berkshire  catering 
for  50  old  people,  but  many  are  still  accommodated  in  a  section 
of  Old  Windsor  Hospital.  This  hospital  accommodation  is 
urgently  needed  for  the  treatment  of  the  chronic  sick.  This 
latter  class  of  old  person  is  a  continual  source  of  distress  to 
general  Medical  Practitioners  who  are  unable  to  have  such 
patients  admitted  to  hospital  and  in  many  cases  relatives  or 
friends  are  not  available  even  to  care  for  them  in  their  own 
homes.  There  is  need  for  all  forms  of  housing  but  in  new 
building  schemes  it  is  most  important  that  a  certain  proportion 
be  provided  for  the  aged  and  also  for  those  who  live  alone.  In 
my  opinion  this  accommodation  is  best  provided  as  part  of  a 
general  housing  estate  catering  for  average  families  rather  than 
being  semi- isolated  or  old  adapted  houses  in  a  more  remote 
residential  area  of  a  town.  It  may  be  necessary,  however,  to 
adapt  some  large  old  houses  for  this  purpose  as  a  temporary 
measure. 


Welfare  Services  for  Handicapped  Persons 

Section  29  replaces  the  duties  of  the  Authority  under  the 
Blind  Persons  Act.  These  duties  are  carried  out  on  behalf  of 
the  Local  Authority  by  the  Berkshire  County  Blind  Society 
to  whom  grants  are  made. 
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SECTION  50.— Burial  of  the  Dead. 

One  case  was  dealt  with  under  this  section  where  a  man  was 
found  dead  and  no  friends  or  relatives  could  be  traced. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  : 

THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 
Notifications 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1950 
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During  the  year  there  were  8  inward  transfers,  9  outward 
transfers  and  5  recoveries  reported,  giving  a  total  of  138  cases 
on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1950. 

From  time  to  time  I  have,  in  the  course  of  my  duties,  dis¬ 
covered  a  case  already  diagnosed  as  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
wdiich  has  not  been  notified.  It  became  evident,  therefore,  that 
notification  could  not  be  relied  upon  when  considering  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough.  As  all  cases  are  finally 
diagnosed  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  it  has  been  arranged  to 
obtain  monthly  details  from  him  of  all  new  cases. 

At  times  members  of  the  public  may  be  impressed  by  several 
cases  occurring  in  one  household  or  neighbourhood,  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  although  an  infectious  disease,  it  is 
essentially  a  disease  of  families  or  prolonged  close  contact. 
Overcrowding,  therefore,  is  to  be  avoided  in  households  having 
a  tuberculous  person  living  there  and  the  Housing  Department, 
in  such  circumstances,  is  asked  to  give  priority  in  re-housing. 
This  is  especially  important  when  young  children  are  among  the 
direct  contacts. 

Poliomyelitis 

Two  of  these  cases  were  in  one  family,  one  of  which  has  some 
residual  paralysis.  One  death  was  in  the  case  of  an  adult  who 
developed  the  disease  in  a  severe  form  and  died  within  3  days 
of  admission  to  hospital.  The  prevention  of  the  disease  is 
difficult.  Authorities  vary  as  to  whether  bathing  should  be 
allowed  during  an  epidemic  period  or  not,  but  most  are  agreed 
that  fatigue  should  be  avoided,  especially  in  the  case  of  children. 
It  is  probably  well  to  avoid  crowded  places  also. 

The  public  should,  however,  realise  that  even  in  times  of 
epidemic  the  incidence  of  the  disease  is  very  small  considered 
to  the  population  as  a  whole.  In  my  opinion  too  much  publicity 
is  given  to  individual  cases  in  the  press,  resulting  in  unnecessary 
public  alarm.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  constantly  on 
the  wratch  and  will  always  advise  the  public  when  any  definite 
precautions  should  be  taken. 


Food  Poisoning 

The  three  cases  were  all  isolated  cases,  one  of  which,  an  adult, 
developed  the  disease  in  another  area  and  returned  to  Windsor 
some  weeks  later.  The  other  twro  were  children  and  on  account 
of  the  mildness  of  the  symptoms  the  disease  was  not  at  first 
suspected.  Thus  notification  to  the  Health  Department  was 
made  one  or  two  weeks  after  the  onset  of  the  disease,  when  it 
was  impossible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection. 
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OLD  PEOPLE’S  WELFARE 

The  difficulties  for  old  people  in  respect  of  housing  is  men¬ 
tioned  elsewhere  in  this  report.  Invaluable  work  is  carried  out 
by  The  Windsor  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  who  arrange 
visits  to  old  people  living  alone.  Neighbours  also  preserve  one’s 
faith  in  human  kindness,  by  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  such 
cases.  I  would  urge  that  anyone  knowing  of  an  old  person 
living  alone  should  inform  me  or  my  Health  Visitors  so  that 
at  least  their  position  is  known.  The  Windsor  Old  People’s 
Welfare  Committee  and  my  Health  Visitors  can  co-operate  in 
looking  after  their  welfare  and  providing  what  help  they  can 
when  needed. 


HOUSING 

Demolition  Orders 

Re-housing  of  persons  in  condemned  buildings  is  considered 
by  the  Housing  Committee  on  the  basis  of  one-fifth  of  accommo¬ 
dation  available.  The  need  for  more  housing  accommodation 
remains  one  of  the  major  problems  in  this  Country.  The  physical 
and  psychological  well-being  of  the  community  is  adversely 
affected  by  this  need.  The  impossibility  of  proper  child  manage¬ 
ment  in  overcrowded  circumstances  is  a  case  in  point. 

There  is  no  need  for  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  stress 
the  housing  question.  The  need  for  family  accommodation  is 
pressing  but  at  the  same  time  more  modest  accommodation  for 
persons  living  alone  should  be  remembered. 

Once  again  the  welfare  of  old  people  must  be  considered — 

(1)  What  can  be  offered  to  old  people  when  re-housing  is 
considered  ? 

(2)  Can  accommodation  be  offered  at  a  reasonable  rent 
compared  to  that  which  they  have  been  paying 
previously  ? 

(3)  Some  old  people  living  with  married  sons  and  daughters 
could  live  alone  if  suitable  accommodation  was  available. 

(4)  Many  old  people  do  not  wish  to  be  admitted  to  an  old 
persons  hostel. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  above  points  I  think  two  things  may  be 
considered.  Firstly,  the  provision  of  accommodation  which 
can  be  rented  by  old  people  living  alone  or  in  pairs  and  secondly 
the  building  of  hostels  for  small  numbers  where  the  surroundings 
are  congenial  and  where  there  exists  a  minimum  of  regulations. 

The  former  is  chiefly  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Council 
and  it  is  noted  that  already  in  Windsor  there  are  bungalows  of 
two  or  three  rooms  suitable  for  old  people  incorporated  in  the 
planned  housing  estate.  The  question  of  a  suitable  rent,  however, 
presents  a  difficulty. 
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For  the  more  infirm  type  of  person  accommodation 
after  the  style  of  the  almshouses  bears  consideration,  where 
a  caretaker  may  be  installed  to  help  with  certain  domestic 
duties,  and  the  possibility  of  a  communal  dining  room 
for  a  midday  meal  should  also  be  considered.  Many  old 
people  when  living  alone  exist  from  day  to  day  on  simply  pre¬ 
pared  snacks.  Even  to  younger  people  living  alone  this  tendency 
comes  easily.  It  might  be  possible  to  incorporate  with  this 
dining  room  a  kitchen  that  could  be  used  by  the  W.V.S.  when 
providing  their  “  Meals  on  Wheels  ”  Service  and  so  obtain  the 
services  of  their  cooks. 

I  have  refrained  from  making  any  too  definite  recommendation 
on  this  problem  as  I  have  already  referred  to  the  varying  interests 
involved.  However,  the  points  mentioned  should  be  considered 
by  those  responsible  for  housing  development.  When  old 
properties  become  due  for  demolition  the  problem  of  housing  old, 
and  to  a  lesser  extent  single,  people  will  I  believe  become  more 
acute. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  monthly  reports  on  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
water,  from  various  points  after  chlorination,  show  that  the 
supply  has  been  maintained  wholesome  and  free  from  harmful 
organisms. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

In  a  report  to  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year  I  have 
already  advised  against  the  reconstruction  of  the  damaged  dust 
destructor  on  its  present  site.  I  understand  the  Ministry  are 
unlikely  to  approve  any  considerable  expenditure  on  new  plant 
at  present  but  it  would  behove  the  Council  to  consider  an  alter¬ 
native  should  the  present  satisfactory  disposal  arrangement  with 
Egham  Urban  District  Council  be  terminated. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Engineer  but  in  hot  weather  the  advice  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  is  often  asked  regarding  the  control 
of  flies.  For  a  time  the  Borough  Engineer  arranged  for  some 
disinfectant  to  be  placed  in  dustbins  after  emptying,  but  this 
practice  has  now  been  discontinued. 

In  my  opinion  any  disinfectant  placed  in  the  dustbin  soon 
becomes  ineffective  as  refuse  piles  up  on  top  of  it.  Proper  care 
on  the  part  of  the  householder  by  keeping  the  bin  as  dry  as 
possible,  by  wrapping  meat  or  fleshy  refuse  in  newspaper  and 
above  all  by  seeing  that  a  proper  fitting  lid  is  kept  in  place  will 
do  much  to  prevent  a  nuisance.  The  addition  of  a  little  disin¬ 
fectant  from  time  to  time  is  helpful  in  “  sweetening  ”  the  contents 
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should  they  tend  to  smell.  The  Health  Department  is  always 
available  to  advise  householders  on  these  matters. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1 .  Inspections  for  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced 

69 

13 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Sec.  7  is  enforced  . 

81 

96 

5 

— 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  . 

6 

6 

1 

— 

T  otal  •••  •••  . • • 

156 

115 

6 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

instituted 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 
Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector 

For  the  Year  1950 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Royal  Borough  of  New  Windsor. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
report  for  the  year  1950. 


HOUSING 

The  following  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority- 

Traditional  Houses  ...  ...  ...  16 

(2)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Housing  :  Inspections,  etc. 

Information  with  regard  to  action  taken  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  during  the  yea'"  is  set  out  in  the  form  below,  as  required 
by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  280 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  905 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  196 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 , 10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act ,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notkes  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(а)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Acts ,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  from  owners 

not  to  re-let  when  premises  become  vacant  ...  4 

(4)  Number  of  Undertakings  cancelled  by  Local 
Authority  after  premises  had  been  rendered  fit  4 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act , 

1936  : 

(D  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  2  of  the  Housing  Act , 

1949  : 

(1)  Demolition  Order  quashed  by  County  Court, 

house  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  1 
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4.  Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

The  actual  number  of  overcrowded  dwellings  could  only  be 
ascertained  by  a  complete  survey.  That  many  exist  is  shown 
by  the  large  waiting  list  of  persons  who  need  houses.  The 
Borough  Accountant  informs  me  that  on  the  31st  December 
1950,  there  were  865  names  on  the  waiting  list.  He  also  informs 
me  that  the  following  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year.: 

Rehoused  from  waiting  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Rehoused  from  condemned  properties  ...  ...  8 

Rehoused  in  old  persons  bungalows  ...  ...  ...  2 

44 


In  1949  the  families  rehoused  numbered  131. 


SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES 

During  the  year  1,025  sanitary  defects  and  nuisances  were 
discovered,  180  informal  and  34  formal  notices  were  served 
requiring  abatement  of  the  defects  or  nuisances.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  78  informal  and  13  formal  notices  had  not  been 
complied  with. 


COMPLAINTS 

Absence  of  and  dilapidated  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  27 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ants,  flies,  beetles,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dirty  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Nuisances  from  smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Offensive  smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Obstructed  and  defective  drains  .  24 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  220 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Wasps  nests,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 
SLAUGHTER  HOUSE 

The  number  of  inspections  made  at  the  Government  Slaughter 
House  was  880. 

The  Table  following  shows  the  diseases  and  weight  of  meat 
condemned. 
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Bulls 

Steers 

Heifers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

W  eight 
in  lbs. 

No.  Killed 

30 

881 

903 

577 

910 

\  4647 

31 

7979 

— 

No.  Inspected  ... 

30 

881 

903 

577 

910 

4647 

| 

31 

7979 

— 

All  Diseases 
except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  Carcases 
Condemned — 
Dropsy  with 
Emaciation 

1 

2 

3 

392 

Fevered  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

200 

Generalised  Cysti- 
cercus  Bovis  . . . 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

548 

Peritonitis 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

50 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

95 

Pyaemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

69 

Totals 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

10 

1354 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  Organ 
was  Condemned — 
Abscesses 

64 

46 

38 

3 

59 

210 

2730 

Actinomycosis  . . . 

— 

16 

7 

6 

— 

29 

1019 

Angioma 

1 

4 

11 

24 

— 

2 

42 

666 

Bruising . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

5 

185 

Cirrhosis 

— 

56 

54 

37 

— 

— 

1 

148 

843 

Emphysema 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

__ 

— 

1 

9 

Fat  Necrosis 

— 

2 

11 

3 

— 

1 

— 

17 

325 

Fatty  Degeneration 

— 

9 

8 

22 

1 

1 

— 

41 

608 

Fatty  Infiltration 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

26 

Induration 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

16 

Inhalation  of 
Stomach  Contents 

_ 

6 

9 

2 

_ 

_ 

17 

194 

Inflammation  . . . 

— 

1 

2 

— 

5 

1 

9 

166 

Injuries  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

42 

Internal  Haemor¬ 
rhages  ... 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

1 

13 

Multiple  Infarcts 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Neoplasms 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

27 

Nephritis 

— 

5 

4 

5 

— 

— 

— 

14 

58 

Parasites — 
Cysticercus  Bovis 

— 

7 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

22 

796 

EchinococcusCysts 

— 

5 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

18 

336 

Flukes  ... 

3 

249 

163 

74 

— 

60 

— 

549 

7338 

Pentastones 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

79 

Strongyli 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

403 

— 

404 

905 

Pericarditis 

— 

1 

— 

—  i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Peritonitis 

— 

7 

9 

3 

— 

1 

— 

20 

404 

Pleurisy 

2 

47 

45 

12 

— 

— 

— 

106 

922 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

i  ! 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Urinary  Cysts  . . . 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

— 

8 

9 

Totals 

6 

487 

398 

242 

6 

534 

4 

1677 

17727 

i 

Percentage  of  No.  of  \ 
Animals  Inspected j 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tubercu¬ 
losis  ...  .  •  • 

20.0 

55.4 

44.1 

41.9 

0.8 

11.5 

19.3 

— 

— 

« 

Bulls 

Steers 

Heifers 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

W  eight 
in  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  Carcases 
Condemned 

4 

10 

10 

1 

25 

16964 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  Condemned... 

7 

106 

114 

169 

1 

— 

— 

397 

14636 

Totals 

7 

110 

124 

179 

2 

— 

— 

422 

31600 

Percentage  of  No.  of 
Animals  Inspected 
affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

23.3 

12.4 

13.7 

31.0 

0.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WHOLESALE  MEAT  STORES 

Inspections  numbered  640.  The  following  carcases  were 


examined  : 

Bulls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Steers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Heifers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  253 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  607 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  574 


1491 


The  following  is  a  list  of  meat  condemned  at  the  Depot : 


Pork,  home-killed 
Pork,  home-killed 
Pork,  home-killed 
Mutton,  home-killed  ... 
Canned  Corned  Beef  . . . 


931bs.  Tuberculosis 
13lbs.  Contaminated  by  dirt 
21b s.  Cirrhosis 
20lbs.  Parasitical 
2961bs.  Decomposition 


4241bs. 
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BUTCHERS’  SHOPS,  ETC. 

The  following  was  condemned  from  Butchers’  Shops  and 
other  premises  : 

Beef,  home-killed  ...  811bs.  Bruising 

Beef,  home-killed  ...  751bs.  Tuberculosis 

Beef,  home-killed  ...  671bs.  Abscesses 

Beef,  home-killed  ...  1751bs.  Decomposition 

Beef,  imported  ...  1371bs.  Decomposition 

Beef,  imported  ...  121bs.  Bruising 

Beef,  imported  ...  30lbs.  Bone  taint 

Mutton,  imported  . . .  31bs.  Bone  taint 

580lbs. 


OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES 

The  following  list  of  foods  was  condemned  at  other  food 

premises  :  lbs. 

Bread,  Biscuits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cake  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Calves’  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Cereals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  232 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Chickens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Chocolate  and  Sweets  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Crumpets  .  31 

Eggs  (Dried) .  15 

Eggs  (Fresh)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Fish  (Fresh)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  889 

Fishcakes  .  9 

Flour .  132 

Fruit  (Fresh)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Fruit  (Dried)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Pork  Pies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Babbits  .  61 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Sugar  6 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tongues  .  ...  22 

Bottled  Foods — 

Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Pickles  99 

Sauce  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 14 
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Canned  Foods — 

Chocolate  Cup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Fish  and  Meat  Paste  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Fruit  752 

Lemonade  Powder  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Liver  Salts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Malted  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Meat .  522 

Milk .  355 

Preserves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Puddings  ...  6 

Soup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Spaghetti  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  406 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,419 


These  foods  were  condemned  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  e.g., 
decomposition,  blown  or  rusted  tins,  etc.  The  number  of  con¬ 
demnations  was  127.  In  most  cases  the  attention  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  was  called  to  the  unsound  foods  by  the  retailers. 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 

All  condemned  meat  from  the  Slaughterhouse,  Depot  and 
Butchers’  Shops  is  coloured  green  and  removed  by  a  Government 
Contractor  for  utilisation  in  purposes  other  than  human  food. 
Other  unsound  foodstuffs  are  dealt  with  in  accordance  with 
instructions  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  to  these  premises 
during  the  year.  Twenty-two  notices  for  improvement  of 
premises  were  served  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  11  had  been 
complied  with. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis  and  the  results  of 
such  analysis  : 
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Number  Examined 

Number  Adulterated 

Article 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Private 

Total 

Formal 

In¬ 

formal 

Private 

Total 

Milk  . 

23 

— 

— 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice-cream 

— 

14 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Egg 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— r 

— 

— 

— * 

Christmas  Pudd’g. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Batter  Flour  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pastry  Mix 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Semolina 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tapioca  Flakes 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Table  Jelly 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Dessert  Gelatine 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glace  Cherries  . . . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Icette  ( Icing  Paste ) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fondant 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dried  Peas 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Paste 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Grapefruit  Squash 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Salad  Cream  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 
Tomato  Juice 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cocktail 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cloves 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curry  Powder  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Flav’ring  Essence 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parsley ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Horseradish  S’ce. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Table  Salt 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Saccharin  Tablets 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bicarbonate  Soda 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Glauber  Salts  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Seidlitz  Powder 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sulphur  Tablets 

- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sulphur  Ointment 
Glycerine,  Lemon 

1 

1 

■ 

and  Honey 
Ointment  (with 

1 

1 

Zinc  &  Castor  Oil) 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

23 

47 

— 

70 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Grapefruit  Squash. — From  a  chemical  standpoint  the  sample 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  Soft  Drinks  Order,  but 
contained  a  mould  rendering  it  unfit  for  sale  to  the  public,  the 
neck  of  the  bottle  being  badly  cracked.  The  sample  was  taken 
at  the  request  of  a  retailer  and  by  the  time  the  Analyst’s  report 
was  available  the  whole  consignment  had  been  taken  back  by 
the  wholesaler. 

Gerber  Tests 

One  hundred  and  forty-three  samples  of  milk  were  examined 
at  the  office  by  the  Gerber  test ;  132  were  satisfactory  and  11 
unsatisfactory.  The  majority  of  these  samples  were  taken  at 
the  request  of  the  dairyman  and  were  from  bulk  supplies  sent  in 
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by  various  producers.  In  every  case  where  an  unsatisfactory 
result  occurred  it  was  eliminated  when  the  samples  from  each 
churn  sent  in  by  the  producer  were  averaged 

MILK  :  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS 

Tuberculin  Tested  : 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Passed  both  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Failed  Methylene  Blue  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  : 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Passed  both  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Failed  Phosphatase  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Failed  Methylene  Blue  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pasteurised  : 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Passed  both  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Failed  Phosphatase  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  (Animal  Inoculation)  : 
Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Passed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Contained  tubercle  bacilli  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  two  samples  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli  were  from 
producers  outside  the  Borough.  In  one  case  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  traced  the  suspected  animal  which 
was  slaughtered  and  found  to  be  affected  with  Generalised 
Tuberculosis.  The  other  case  involved  2  herds.  Investigations 
proved  negative  but  between  sampling  and  the  investigation,  a 
cow  from  one  of  the  herds  had  been  sold  and  slaughtered,  and 
therefore  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  concluded  that 
this  animal  was  probably  the  source  of  the  trouble. 

ICE-CREAM 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examin¬ 
ation  was  26,  and  they  were  classified  by  the  Bacteriologist  as 
under:  Grade  I  ...  ...  ...  14 

Grade  II  ...  ...  ...  8 

Grace  III  ...  ...  ...  4 

Grade  IV  ...  ...  ...  0 
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Provisional  grades  of  ice-cream  are  as  follows  : 


Provisional 

Grade 

Time  taken  to  reduce 
methylene  blue 

1 

4£  hours  or  more 

2 

2  j — 4  hours 

3 

\ — 2  hours 

4 

0 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS 

The  following  are  registered  under  the  various  Orders  and 
Regulations  : 

Distributors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dairymen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Nine  Distributors  are  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  milk, 
eight  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk,  five  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  and  two 
Dairymen  are  licensed  to  pasteurise  milk  and  sell  the  same. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

The  common  lodging  house  has  been  regularly  inspected. 
It  has  been  satisfactorily  kept,  and  has  given  no  cause  for 
complaint  during  the  year. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

3,711  visits  in  this  connection  were  made  to  various  premises. 
The  number  of  rats  found  dead  was  144. 

Treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in  May,  315  manholes 
being  baited.  The  sewers  were  again  treated  in  November, 
92  manholes  being  baited.  The  estimated  kill  in  the  sewers 
was  150. 


DISINFECTION 

In  infectious  cases,  bedding  and  clothing  are  removed  to  the 
Steam  Disinfector  at  Dedworth.  The  rooms  are  sprayed  and 
fumigated.  During  the  year  disinfections  were  as  follows  : 

Articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  ...  761 

Articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  destroyed  ...  16 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 


BED  BUGS 


The  eradication  of  bed  bugs  during  the  warm  months  takes  a 
great  deal  of  time.  During  the  year  the  following  work  was 
carried  out : 


Council  houses  found  to  be  infested 
Council  houses  disinfested 
Other  houses  found  to  be  infested  . . . 
Other  houses  disinfested 


16 

16 

26 

26 


In  the  16  Council  houses,  39  rooms  were  affected,  and  in 
the  26  other  houses,  53  rooms. 

The  method  adopted  for  freeing  houses  from  bed  bugs  is  to 
spray  with  an  insecticide  containing  D.D.T. 
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OTHER  PESTS 

The  Department  was  called  upon  to  help  in  the  destruction 


of  other  pests  as  under  : 

Ants  ...  .  .  11 

Beetles  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cockroaches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hornets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maggots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mosquitoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Moth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Silverfish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wasps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE 

Various  factories  and  other  premises  have  been  examined 
and  notices  served  for  the  provision  of  proper  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire.  Before  any  notice  is  served,  the  co-operation  of 
the  Fire  Service  is  sought. 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

The  owner  of  a  dwelling  house  appealed  to  the  County  Court 
in  respect  of  a  notice  to  provide  a  dustbin.  The  appeal  was 
allowed  with  ten  guineas  costs  against  the  Council. 

Application  was  made  by  the  Council  to  the  County  Court 
under  section  2  of  the  Housing  Act  1949  fora  Demolition  Order 


made  by  the  Council  in  December  1938  to  be  quashed.  The 
application  was  granted. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

Common  Lodging  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  451 

Dwelling  Houses — 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Housing  Act  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

,,  ,,  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Public  Health  Act,  Inspections  (Housing)  ...  ...  225 

,,  ,,  ,,  Re-inspections  (Housing)  ...  ...  484 

,,  ,,  ,,  Inspections  (other  than  Housing)  231 

„  ,,  ,,  Re-inspections  (other  than  Housing)  118 

Verminous  Premises,  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  29 

„  ,,  Other  Houses  ...  ...  ...  33 

Escape  in  Case  of  Fire  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Factories,  Shops,  etc. — 

Bakehouses,  Mechanical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Non-mechanical  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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,,  Mechanical  (Reinspections) 

10 

,,  Non-mechanical  (Reinspections)  ... 

3 

Factories,  Mechanical 

17 

,,  Mechanical  (Reinspections)  ... 

31 

,,  Non-mechanical  (Reinspections) 

4 

Outworkers 

7 

Offices,  etc.  ... 

1 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

30 

Shops  Acts  ... 

32 

Food  and  Drugs — 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 

43 

Fish  Fryers  ... 

4 

Food  Preparing 

92 

Ice-Cream 

57 

Meat  Depots 

...  640 

Samples  Taken 

...  340 

Shops  re  Meat 

...  143 

Shops  re  other  Foods 

. . .  507 

Slaughter-house 

...  880 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc. 

...  1,410 

Legal  Proceedings  and  Enquiries  ... 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

3 

Markets  and  Stalls  ... 

92 

Meetings 

46 

Merchandise  Marks 

...  451 

Notices  served... 

33 

Piggeries  and  Stables 

30 

Public  and  Other  Conveniences 

10 

Rats  and  Mice 

...  3.711 

Other  Pests 

29 

References  to  Other  Departments  ... 

11 

Refuse  Tips 

29 

Rent  Restrictions 

5 

Smoke  Observations 

21 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

22 

Water  Courses 

1 

Water — Samples  taken 

12 

Miscellaneous  ... 

...  872 

11,631 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  all 
members  of  the  Department  for  the  very  able  manner  in  which 
they  have  carried  out  their  duties  during  the  past  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  ARNOLD, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


■ 

,  . 

. 

x.^  r  v.  •'  -p  ••  .... 

- 

■  ■  . 


;.v>  ii.0- 


